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Label Latest Lisa Labor Likable! 


Apple is now beginning to ship release 3.0 of 
the Lisa Office System and the seven 
applications that go with it. The package is 
called Lisa 7/7 and incorporates many new 
and interesting features. This article 
presents an overview of the new system plus a 
quick exposure to the applications. In future 
issues we will be examining some of 
applications in detail, along with other 
features, problems. operating procedures and 
details. Please write to me at ICON with 
comments you have and bugs you discover as 
you use 7/7. The seven applications are 
LisaWrite, LisaProject LisaCalc, LisaGraph, 
LisaList. LisaTerminal and LisaDraw. 


| think that Apple has made a whole series of 
excellent design decisions for Lisa 1 and Lisa 
2 hardware as well as for the 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 
software versions. While there have 
sometimes been delays and frustrations, and 
marketing of the Lisa has not been super, and 
there are, of course, some _ product 
improvernents and additions that remain be 
made, | conclude that overall the Lisa and its 
software are exemplary creations. 


The Apple software has always been quite 
robust. even starting with 1.0, and the depth 
behind it has been good as well. There is 
almost nothing that | can do ‘wrong’ that will 
make the system hang or die. With beeps and 
dialog boxes, Lisa tends to guide me back 
when | have gone astray. 
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Some of the reasons for this are inherent in 
the nature of the user interface itself. The 
mouse, icons and menus all work together to 
help keep operations smooth and to define 
operating boundaries. With no strange 
command structure to learn, with no rigid 
syntax to type (often incorrectly). there are 
many fewer opportunities for doing 
something wrong. However, the burden on 
Apple, given such an environment, is to 
provide icon/menu access to all the 


operations that users might like to perform. 
7/7 is a further good step in that direction. 


The first things you may encounter with 7/7 
are the new software manuals. They are 
smaller than the original Lisa 1 manuals yet 
contain more operating information. Much 
of the original tutorial text is gone see 
with the associated software examples), and 
the layout of manuals is much more compact. 
Instead of the prior loaseleaf binders, there 
are now less- expensive spiral binders. While 
the new manuals are good, | remain biased 
because | really liked the old ones for their 
high quality, style, graphics, consistency and 
lack of errors. The 7/7 manuals don't seem 
nearly as ‘official’ or as rugged. In addition 
there are a few (usually minor) errors and 
glitches in the new manuals. The Office 
System manual is too thick for the binding 
and probably should be split into two manuals. 


When installing 7/7 you'll notice an option to 
dedicate a portion of your hard disk to 
Macintosh software. This is very handy if you 
want to use Mac programs on your Lisa, and 
they execute a lot faster as well. To gain 
access to the Mac portion of the disk, 
however, you must power down, then power 
up again using two boot disks. It would be 
much nicer if access was via the 
environments window or, better yet, through 
an icon on the office desktop. | understand 
that a later release of MacWorks may 
require only one boot disk. 


In general with 7/7, greatly expanded pasting 
among ali the applications has been 
implemented. All of the information 
transfers that seem to make sense are 
available from any location to any location. | 
think there is a higher level of application 
integration than any other software | know 
about. 
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As you first visit 7/7 after installation, one 
of the things you will notice is a new menu 
called Jesk This is a powerful and 
well-designed addition that can improve 
efficiency significantly. It allows you to open 


any icon on the desktop and to move any 
opened object to the top of whatever pile of 
documents or folders you may have out. 
When the Des&menu is pulled down there is a 
small icon for each object on the desktop. 
Any item selected in the menu will be opened 
and moved up on top of al! others. This 
means you do not need to put away or set 
aside documents or shrink windows in order 
to get access to objects buried on your 
desktop. Now it is easy to work much more 
freely and with less swapping of documents in 
and out of the hard disk. Qeskis available in 
all seven applications. 


Another new addition is a selection called 
Attributes in the File/Print menu. For 
folders, disks and closed documents, 
Attributes provides data (in a dialog box) 
indicating when the selected object was 
created, when it was last modified, how many 
blacks it consumes and, for disks, how many 
blocks remain free. It would be nice if 
Attributes also showed page counts for 
documents, but it does not do so, contrary to 
what the documentation indicates. it would 
also be very handy for Attributes to be 
available on open documents, but it is not. 
There seems to be a bug that gives the wrong 
date stamp for the ‘last modified’ attribute 
for folders; the stamp evidently works 
properly for documents. 


A password mechanism is implemented using 
Attributes and the dialog box. It allows you 
to lock any folder or document so it cannot 
be opened or copied or moved to a diskette 
until the password is supplied. Diskettes and 
hard disks cannot be protected. In some 
operating environments the password 
capability is vital and Apple has done a good 
job with it here. 


Also added to the Fi/e/Print menu is a 
convenient new print option called Avint As 
/s. This allows you to immediately cause 
printing to be initiated, usually without any 
intervening dialog boxes. Other familiar 
print options exist for setting up printing for 
a new document. Additional print requests 
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can now be initiated, even while a document 
is being printed — Lisa just queues up print 
requests and services them in turn. Print 
dialog boxes no longer indicate page counts, 
unfortunately. 


LisaWrite — 


The type font options in LisaWrite have been 
changed and generally improved. But be 
careful as your old documents are converted 
by the system to 3.0 files — they may not end 
up ina font you want. Line spacings are also 
sometimes modified by Lisa as old 
documents are converted, so it will pay to 
check out and adjust each document before 
you print it the first time with 7/77. It would 
be nice to have a wider range of fonts like the 
Macintosh, It would also be nice if we could 
design our own fonts and install thern in our 
applications. 


One of the niftiest new features in LisaWrite 
is the spelling program. It has a separate 
menu, is amazingly fast, has well-designed 
versatility and is easy to operate. There is a 
system dictionary containing 80,000 words 
plus a personal dictionary of about 750 
entries. The persona! dictionary allows the 
user to enter proper names and specialized 
vocabularies for fine tuning. 


Note that the program doesn't really check 
your spelling: it simply highlights any word 
not in the two dictionaries. It then can 
suggest a spelling correction, if requested, 
and will even paste the correction over the 
wrong word if directed to do so. The 
program often finds the right spelling for 
strange-looking words like “kneemonic" or 
“sargint", | keep a dictionary document to 
which | add new entries as | find words not 
recognized by the system dictionary. Please 
let me know about any words you find that 
are not in the system dictionary. In the last 
few weeks | have uncovered several missing 
words and here are a few samples: 


pixel, ethernet, workstation, bulletproaf, 
hotline, debounce, alphanumeric, 
outperform outperformed, 
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ealectromechanical, desktop, undecodable, 
deselect, hereunder, plenum, deemphasis, 
backup, decompress, decodable, 
troubleshooter, technologies, decompress, 
backstopped, ontogeny, phylogeny, reload, 
reloading, swapable, looseleaf, 
metastable, recalibration, recalibrate, 
impecunius, subcompact. 


Notice that many of these words are 
technical and/or compound words and it rnay 
be too much to expect them to be covered. 
The spelling program puts a word in the 
personal dictionary only once; if the same 
word is entered again, it will not be 
duplicated. 


LisaWrite saftware has been changed so 
that it is aware of documents that have not 
been modified after having been opened. It 
can then put them away quickly when asked 
to do a save. There is also now a ‘hard’ 
space available, which is needed for some 
tables and especially for justified text. 


This version of LisaWrite sometimes gets 
into modes that do not allow further 
scrolling. This is strange behavior, but has 
not yet caused a system hang-up. In general 
LisaWrite remains quite slow but is 
nonetheless a goad example of mousing and 
menus. 
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LisaDraw — 


LisaDraw has always been a well-done 
application and now it is even better. 
Performance has always been good, at least 
on small ta medium sized drawings, and that 
has not changed. 


Now if we can only get Apple to give us a 
LisaPaint as well. Somehow doing MacFaint 
emulation using MacWaorks 1s just not the 
same. LisaPaint needs to be integrated into 
the desktop. The cambination of Draw and 
Paint, plus the other applications, would be 
powerful indeed. 


LisaDraw now supports colar printing which 
will be handy for some types of applications. 
In addition, there are two new menu 
tunctions called Aeduce toa Frt and Reduce 
70% that allow more of a drawing to be seen 
at ance on the screen. (It sure would be nice 
if we could have some kind of Reduce function 
in LisaWrite.) 


LisaDraw has new Aotate and Fiip menu 
functions that are very convenient and that 
work on text as well as on other objects. The 
rotation angle is 90 degrees; too bad 45 
degrees is not available. 


LisaTerminal & LisaList & LisaProject — 


Few changes are evident in LisaTerminal. 
There are more versatile ways to copy to 
other applications, and there is a 19.2 kbaud 
rate. Similarly, LisaList is little changed 
except for improved pasting along with other 
applications. LisaProject has some extended 
functionality. You can now do both parallel 
scheduling and resource scheduling. Costing 
is supported and costs are displayed across 
the top of the chart. 


LisaGraph — 


LisaGraph has added a Stacked Bar type of 
graph in addition to side-by-side bars. Solid 
Bar adds shadowing for a more attractive 
graph. You can also now shade under defined 
areas in line graphs. It would be nice to have 
a Capability for non-linear axes: sure it is 


tough to program, but it would be nice 


anyway, 
VISA 
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LisaCale — 

The mast radical change in LisaCaic is a 
completely new style of calculating that is 
designed to improve speed. Gptions now exist 
for several printing variations that allow 
personalization of the printed document with 
titles, grid lines, etc. ‘Circle’ choices have 
been revarnped and now allow you to identify 
a number of different classes of cells. Cells 
may now be made invisible. The number of 
available functions has been expanded, 


| think that LisaCalc has always been quite 
good and is an excellent example of the 
application power of the mouse and the 
menus. Now it appears that LisaCalc must 
be counted as one of the most powerful and 
useful spreadsheet programs. If only Apple 
would allow text to flow across cell 
boundaries so that titles and labels would be 
easier. 


A few items to watch out for: * The diskette 
duplicate routine daes not seem to work, * 
The changes-only backup does not seem to 
work. “ During printing, some of the 
applications now put out a blank sheet af 
paper before starting to print the first page! 
* Full backup still does not handle all 
combinations of folder sizes. 


A few items to wish for: * LisaWrite could 
have a Se/ect Af// of This Pageoption on the 
edit menu. * An alarm, both audio and visual, 
for use with the clock would be nice. 
*LisaCalc should have same method to 
easily enter text that crosses ce!! boundaries, 
for use as titles and notes. « There should be 
ver tical grid lines available in LisaGraph even 
with dates. * Apple could start meeting 
their delivery promises. * It would be nice if 
LisaGraph would return with the subwindows 
in the same locations they were when the 
document was closed. * Save and Continue 
in LisaWrite should return the document to 
the screen at the position of the insertion 
point, rather than going all the way back to 
the top af the document. (LisaDraw does it 
properly.) * Page references outside the 
document are needed in LisaWrite; along the 
elevator might be good. 


Joe Kroeger 
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